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late seventies. Figure 5 documents pattern similarities for mathematics,
physics, and chemistry.

Table 2 shows numbers of mathematical sciences doctorates from
U.S. universities since the peak production year of 1969-70. For the last
decade, percentages of Ph.D.'s granted to U.S. citizens are included.
The annual number of Ph.D.'s has leveled off at about 800. The per-
centage who are U.S. citizens has dropped from 78% to 61% in the last
decade. Over the historical period 1968-82, examined at some length in
this report, the annual number of U.S. citizens obtaining doctorates in
the mathematical sciences from U.S. institutions has been cut in half,
from over 1,000 to fewer than 500.

2. Employment Prospects

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Ph.D.'s glutted the field. Most of
the young people who entered doctoral programs in the late 1960s were
aiming at positions in colleges and universities. These institutions have
traditionally employed most new Ph.D.'s in the mathematical sciences
and virtually all of those interested in careers in basic research. The
academic marketplace in mathematics became oversaturated and stayed
that way for a number of years.
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